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Department of State § 51.21

§ 51.21 Execution of passport applica-
tion.

(a) First time applicants or persons who
have not been issued a passport within
the past fifteen years. A person who has
never been issued a passport in his or
her own name, or who has not been
issued a passport in his or her own
name within 15 years of the date of a
new application, shall appear in person
before a person authorized by the Sec-
retary to give oaths, verify the applica-
tion by oath or affirmation before that
authorized person, provide two recent
photographs, and pay the established
fees.

(b) Persons authorized by the Secretary
to give oaths. The following persons are
authorized by the Secretary to give
oaths for passport purposes unless
withdrawn by the Secretary in an indi-
vidual case:

(1) A passport agent;
(2) A clerk of any Federal court;
(3) A clerk of any State court of

record or a judge or clerk of any pro-
bate court;

(4) A postal employee designated by
the postmaster at a post office which
has been selected to accept passport
applications;

(5) A U.S. citizen employee of the De-
partment of Defense designated by the
Secretary of Defense to accept passport
applications at a military installation
within the continental United States
selected to accept passport applica-
tions;

(6) A diplomatic officer, a consular
officer, an overseas nationality exam-
iner, a consular agent or a notarial of-
ficer abroad; or

(7) Any other persons specifically
designated by the Secretary.

(c) Persons in the United States who
have previously been issued a full validity
passport. A person in the United States
who has been issued a passport in his or
her own name may obtain a new pass-
port by filling out and mailing a spe-
cially prescribed application together
with his or her previous passport, two
recent photographs, and the estab-
lished fee to the nearest U.S. passport
agency, provided:

(1) The most recently issued previous
passport was issued when the applicant
was 16 years of age or older.

(2) The application is made not more
than 15 years following the issue date
of the previous passport;

(3) The most recently issued previous
passport is submitted with the new ap-
plication.

(d) Persons outside of the United States
who have previously been issued a full va-
lidity passport. In a foreign country in
which a U.S. consular district has been
designated by the Secretary to receive
such passport applications, a person
who has been issued a passport in his or
her own name may obtain a new pass-
port by filling out a specially pre-
scribed application and sending it (by
mail or as prescribed by the Secretary),
together with his or her previous pass-
port, two recent photographs, and the
established fee to the consular office in
the consular district in which he or she
is present, provided:

(1) The most recently issued passport
was issued when the applicant was 16
years of age or older.

(2) The application is made not more
than 15 years following the issue date
of the previous passport;

(3) The most recently issued previous
passport is submitted with the new ap-
plication.

(4) In a Consular district specifically
authorized by the Secretary to waive
personal appearance of minors in ac-
cordance with this subsection, a U.S.
consular officer may waive the age re-
quirement established for use of the
mail application, where the consular
officer determines that:

(i) The minor and, if applicable, the
U.S. citizen parent(s) or legal guardian
are registered in that consular district;

(ii) The minor is not subject to the
provisions of subsection 51.27 (c) or (d);

(iii) The waiver of the age require-
ment is otherwise in the interest of
consular efficiency; and,

(iv) The waiver will not otherwise
compromise the integrity of the pass-
port application process.
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